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Eight million tourists from around the world visit Prague each year
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PRAGUE, THE MOTHER OF CITIES

PRAGUE, THE MOTHER
OF CITIES...

The largest and most populated city
in the Czech Republic is located directly
in the centre of Bohemia. Its extraordinary
location on the banks of the Vitava River
and its unprecedented concentration of
architectural and artistic monuments right-
fully places it among the most beautiful cit-
iesin the world.

The city’s documented history begins
in the 9™ century. In around 880, the
Premyslid prince Bofivoj and his son
Spytihnév I founded the foundations of the
future Prague Castle on a rock promontory
above the river. It was from here that the
Premyslid ruling dynasty gradually created
an administrative centre for the emerging
(zech nation. Its increasing power grew
hand in hand with the importance of the
settlement below the castle, and the gradu-
al arrival of merchants and craftsmen begin
to transform it into a prosperous medieval
began city.

Prague experienced its period of great-
est development during the reign of the
Luxembourg ruler Charles IV (1316-1378).
He raised the city’s status to an imperial
residence, expanded its boundaries, and in-
creased its overall importance. The establish-
ment of the first university north of the
Alps made Prague, already a political focal
point of Europe, a centre of education as well.

The first attempts at unifying the individual
townships of Prague came in the sixteenth
century and finally culminated in a single ad-
ministrative unit by the end of the 18™ centu-
ry.In 1918, Prague became the capital of
the newly established independent Czecho-
slovakia, and in 1922, the outlying quarters
and suburbs were associated to form the new
“Great Prague” which has roughly the same
size and population of Prague today.

During the Second World War, Prague
was lucky to experience only a minimal
amount of damage — first during the Allied
bombings in February of 1945, then during
the Prague uprising at the very end of the

The great seal of the city of Prague, in its
present form since 21 March 1991

war three months later. Even the socialist
era of the latter 20™ century did not leave
significant architectural blemishes (with
a few exceptions). Tourists and visitors
today can admire Prague in its nearly un-
touched form from a time when “her glory
touched the stars..."

Didyouknow
that... /

Charles 1V, the king of Bohemia and Ger-
many and Roman Emperor, was declared the
“Greatest (zech in History” in a (zech
Television pollin 2005.
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GUIDED TOURS AND EXHIBITIONS

After the purchase of a ticket, you can take the following tours. Tickets are valid for two days.

« Prague Castle - Tour A
St. Viitus Cathedral, Old Royal Palace, St. George’s Basilica, the Story of the Prague Castle Exhibition,
Golden Lane, Powder Tower, Rosenberg Palace
« Prague Castle - Tour B
St. Vitus Cathedral, Old Royal Palace, St. George’s Basilica, Golden Lane
« Prague Castle — Tour C
Crown Jewels, Prague Castle Picture Gallery
« Individually accessible — the Story of the Prague Castle Exhibition - Powder Tower
« Great St. Vitus Cathedral South Tower (lookout tower) - Crown Jewels - Prague Castle Picture Gallery
All buildings except the towers have wheelchair access.
Tour of the Castle is available with a professional guide. It takes approx. 1 hour. Offered in the
following languages: (zech, English, German, French, Italian, Spanish and Russian.

OPENING TIMES 1.4-31.10 1.11-31.3
(astle complex — daily 6:00—22:00 6:00—22:00
Historical buildings in the Castle complex - daily* 9:00-17.00 9:00-16:00
Prague Castle Gardens 10:00— 18:00 not accessible
www.hrad.cz

*except 24.12.
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O /. courtyard @ Il courtyard @ 1. courtyard @ IV. courtyard

© ArchbishopsPalace @ Spanish Hall
© Matthias Gate
© (hapeloftheHoly Cross @ Old Provost

© Empirical Stables

O (athedral of St. Vitus

© 0ldRoyal Palace

PRAGUE CASTLE
Founded by the ruling Premyslid family in
the second half of the 9th century. It served
administrative purposes as well as protecting
the market settlements along the Vitava Ri-
ver. The original fortified settlement with log
structures and dirt mounds gradually became
a Romanesque castle whose importance and
size grew with the increasing power of the
Premyslids (Czechs). Further developments
took place especially during the rule of Pre-
mysl Otakar Il, when new fortifications and
a Gothic palace were built. The real period of
growth of the royal residence began with the
rule of Charles IV, when the builders Matthi-
as of Arras and Peter Parler began building
the new grandiose cathedral. The castle was
abandoned and fell into disrepair during the
Hussite Wars. At the end of the T5th cen-
tury it was chosen by the Jagiellonians for
their residence, who had the famous Vladislav
Hall built, among others. Ferdinand | made
significant changes to the castle’s appea-
rance in the middle 16th century with the

© TheresianWing ~ ©  SummerPalace
© St George’s Basilica @ Golden Lane
@ St George’s Convent @ Dalibor Tower
@ lobkowiczPalace @ Black Tower

construction of the elegant Renaissance
Queen Anne’s Summer Palace. A large
part of the castle was reconstructed in Ba-
roque style during the rule of Maria Theresa
(1740-1780), and Prague Castle gained its
definitive appearance with the completion of
St. Vitus Cathedral in 1873—1929.
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PRAGUE CASTLE about 3 hours

Getting there: tram — Prazsky hrad,
Pohorelec, Malostranské ndmésti;
metro — Malostranskd, HradCanskd

Our journey starts out from Prague Cas-
tle, a symbol of Czech statehood and our
most important national cultural monu-
ment. Before passing through the Gate of
the Giants from 1776 onto the first castle
courtyard, let’s enjoy one of the most beau-
tiful panoramas in Prague — a view from the
castle ramparts down to the city below us.
From here, you can fully understand why
Prague is known as the “city of a thou-
sand spires”, even, paradoxically, because
of its modern construction, especially the
Zizkov TV tower from 1992, striking its per-
manent imprint on the Prague skyline.

In the first castle courtyard, we're wel-
comed by the facade of the New Palace,
a monumental classicist building dating
from 1762-1768. We pass under the solemn
Matthias Gate from 1614, named after

B 0 Prague. The second monolith, all 112 tons
. 0fit, managed to make it to its location, but it

. near the tip, so it could be “simply” shortened
% alittle. The unsuccessful transport of the first

= for the transport was so disheartened by his

Emperor Matthias |, to find ourselves on the
second courtyard.

Continue to the next, third courtyard,
to find yourself before the most precious
building of the Prague Castle, the imposing
Gothic cathedral of Sts. Vitus, Wenceslas,
and Adalbert. This is the spiritual center of
the Czech nation, where 26 Bohemian kings
were crowned as well as other important
events that took place throughout his-
tory. Several Czech rulers, as well as saints,
nobles, and archbishops have found their
final resting place in the cathedral’s tombs.
The cathedral also holds the Czech crown
jewels.

To the right, seen from further back in
the courtyard, we can admire the complex
buttress system of the cathedral’s choir
as well as Parler’s Golden Gate with its fa-
mous mosaic of the Last Judgment (behind
which is the Crown Chamber) at the foot of
the mighty southern Great Tower (height
96.5m). Located above the mosaic, you'll
see the largest window of the cathedral
with its rich decorations.

obelisk was successfully taken from a single %
piece of granite at the Mrdkotin quarry near
the town of Telc, but it broke during transport

broke again during erection. Luckily, it broke

obelisk from Mrdkotin to Prague, though, had
a sad ending. The officer who was responsible

failure that he supposedly committed suicide
later. ..
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That after Prague Castle, the crown jewels
are national cultural property No. 27 Their
historical and symbolic value is immeasurable
in monetary terms. They are stored in the
Crown Jewels Chamber of the cathedral, in
the most inaccessible and most highly secured
and guarded location of the entire castle,
perhaps in the entire country. The doors to the
chamber and armoured doors of the safe are
secured with seven locks that are opened by
seven different keys. To open the chamber,
the President of the Republic, the Prague
Archbishap, the Dean of the Metropolitan
Chapter of St. Vitus Cathedral, the Prime
Minister, the Chairman of the House of Deputies,
the Chairman of the Senate, and the Lord
Mayor of Prague must all convene at the same
moment. Normally, the public may view the
Crown Jewels only once every five years during
important state events. You can see a faithful
replica of the St. Wenceslas Crown in the
exposition “The Story of Prague Castle”

o The Cathedral of St. Vitus, Wenceslas,
and Adalbert is the most important and the
largest of all churches in Prague. It stands
on the site where two churches consecrated to St.
Vitus used to stand long ago (you can see their
foundations today at the base of the cathedral). In
the beginning of the 10th century, Prince Wenceslas
had a rotunda built here which was later replaced
by a basilica. Construction on the Gothic cathedral
began with Charles IV in 1344 when the Prague
bishopric was raised to an archbishapric. The first
architect of the church was Matthias of Arras,
replaced in 1356 by Peter Parler. These two
architects managed to build the cathedrals choir
with chapels, the Golden Gate, St. Wenceslas Chapel
(consecrated in 1367), and started the construction
of the great tower. Some rulers attempted to
continue with the cathedrals construction in later
years, but the building basically remained a torso.
Even though the arcade walkway around the great
tower was built in 1554, the tower was completed
in 1770 with a Baroque spire. It wasn't until
the end of the 19" and beginning of the 20"
centuries (1873—1929) that the western part
of the church nave was completed and two 80
meter high pseudo-Gothic towers were built on.
The completion of the cathedral in 1929
took place on the occasion of the anniversary of
1000 years since the assassination
of St. Wenceslas (probably 907
t0 28.9.929 0r 935).



VLADISLAV HALL

This is a ceremonial and representative hall situated in the Old Royal Palace in the medieval part of
Prague Castle. It was formed in 1490—1502 by merging three smaller halls from the time of Charfes |V
and is 62 by 16 meters large and 13 meters high. The hall boasts five sections of bold ringed vault-
ing and is fitted with rectanqular Renaissance windows that look out onto the 3 castle courtyard. It
was commissioned by King Vladislaus Jagiellon (1456—1516) and built by architect Benedikt Ried.
The hall is an outstanding example of late Bohemian Gothic style, also known as Viadisiav Gothic.
It used to serve for coronation banquets for the Bohemian rulers and since 1918 has been used for the
most important state events, primarily the election of the President of the Republic and bestowing

@ ST. GEORGE'S BASILICA

This is a three-naved church, founded by Prince Vratislav | (father of St. Wenceslas) in the year
921. It has retained most of its original Romanesque appearance up to the present. It was slightly recon-
structed in 1142 after the great fire of Prague Castle, when the basilica completely burned out. A much
younger element of the church is its Barogue facade from the end of the 17" century and the Chapel of
St. John of Nepomuk, added in the first half of the 18th century. The Chapel of St. Ludmila from the
beginning of the 12" century is of Romanesque origin. Two simple squared towers with pyramidal stone
spires are both 41 meters tall. The more observant visitor will notice that the southern tower is slightly
wider, while its northern “twin” is tilted about half a meter. The basilica is the final resting place for

state decorations. Viadislav Hall is adjacent to the Old Diet and the All Saints’ Church.

Not to be overlooked, the 15.5-meter-high
granite obelisk from 1928 also embellishes
the third courtyard, designed by architect
Josip Plecnik to mark the 10th anniver-
sary of the establishment of independent
(zechoslovakia.

We'll continue further around the Old
Royal Palace, whose windows marked
the arrival of the Renaissance in Bohemia.

The palace is accessible as part of a paid
tour that features the impressive and rep-
resentative Vladislav Hall, the Vladislav
Bedroom, the 0ld Chamber House, the room
of the New Land Tables, and a look into the
All Saints Church.

We soon arrive at St. George’s Square.
The side that faces the cathedral is the
Baroque facade of the former Benedictine

14

Golden Lane

Golden Lane was built at the end of the 16" century
thanks to Emperor Rudolf Il, who permitted the
castle archers to build small dwellings in the arches
of the fortification walls. In later years, it was the
extremely poor who inhabited this little corner of

the Castle. The area served as residences until 1953,
when the office of the president bought the homes
along the street and had the entire area repaired, thus
creating this now very popular tourist destination.
The coloured facades of the homes are the work
of the favourite Czech animated film maker and
designer Jifi Trnka (1912—1969).

several Pemyslid rulers as well as the grandmother of Prince Wenceslas, St. Ludmila (860-921).

monastery. Behind and above it, the two
whitish opaque towers that belong to the
Romanesque Basilica of St. George [10]
come from the middle of the 12*" century.

At the end of the cluster of monastery
buildings, on the left in Jifskd street, don't
forget to take a peek (if you don’t want to
pay the entrance fee) down the picturesque
Golden Lane [14]. Entrance is free after
the closing time, but there are no tours of
the houses.

If we continue a bit further, we eventu-
ally come to the eastern gate of the castle
grounds. The terrace behind it offers beau-
tiful views of the Old Town, the Lesser Town
and the Gardens below the Castle. This is
also a good place to relax and have a seat on
the benches in what they say is the oldest
vineyard in Bohemia — the St. Wenceslas
vineyard between Klarov and the Old Cas-
tle Steps.

We return to the square and come to
stand in front of the basilica. This time,
we go around the Cathedral to the right,
around the former restaurant Vikdrka and
walk back to the second courtyard. We
leave this courtyard to the right through
the north gate, around the Prague Castle
Picture Gallery. This gallery houses the
oldest collection of fine arts in Bohemia.
It presents more than a hundred rare Eu-
ropean paintings from the 15® to the 18"
centuries, including the works of Peter Paul
Ruben and Tizian. Most of the paintings
come from the extensive collections of Em-
peror Rudolph I

Past the Powder Bridge and over the Deer
Moat, we head to the Prague Castle Riding
School. At the end of the 1940’s, the interi-
ors of this 1694 Baroque building were con-
verted into a gallery. It reqularly hosts exhi-
bitions of the most important Czech artists.
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(13} QUEEN ANNE'S SUMMER PALACE

This was commissioned by Emperor Ferdinand I (1503—1564) for his wife Anne of Jagiellon
in 1538-1563 on the design of architect Paolo della Stella. It was completed by architect Bonifdc
Wohlmut. The Summer Palace, equipped with an arcade walkway and lonic columns around its entire
periphery, is one of the first Renaissance buildings in Bohemia. It wasn't intended for permanent
residence but mostly served for holding various types of celebrations. Near the palace, or perhaps directly
from it, the famous Danish astronomer Tycho Brahe (1546—1601) carried out his astronomical obser-

vations under the service of Rudolf .

If we still have enough power and time,
we shouldn’t leave out a visit to the Royal
Gardens which conceal the lovely sum-
merhouse of Queen Anne[13], often
called the Belvedere. This is considered to
be the purest building of the Renaissance
outside ltaly. A singing fountain stands
infront of it in park .

The former monastery of the Benedictine
nuns on the third court, the towers of Saint
George’s Basilica in the background

Did you know
that...

The Singing Fountain in front of Queen
Anne’s Summer Palace is fully entitled to its
name? If you press your ear to the bottom
of the large bow! of the fountain, the falling
water will “sing” an “"A” tone. This bronze
work of art weighs over 5 tons, is made of
two bowls placed above each other, and was
cast in 1568 by bell-maker Tomds Jaros.
The sad fact of the story is that Jaros never
received the full payment for his work, and he
didn't live to see the placement of the foun-
tain in front of the palace.

HRADCANY
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HRADCANY  about 2 hours

Getting there: tram — Prazsky hrad, Pohofelec,
Malostranské ndmésti, metro — Malostranskd,
Hradcanskd

Standing on Hrad¢any Square, there are
several palaces to grab our attention. One of
the most interesting is the Archbishop’s Pal-
ace [1], Martinic Palace, and the Renais-
sance Schwarzenberg Palace [2], whose
entire facade is richly decorated with sqraf-
fito. The palace looks as it did after the last
reconstruction in the middle 16th century
and now serves for exhibitions.

Go along Loretdnska Street to reach the
Loreta [3], whose history reaches back to
1626. Its Baroque facade from 17201722 is
the work of builder K. I. Dienzenhofer. The
entire complex of this former pilgrimage
site consists of the Church of the Lord's Birth,
Holy Hut (a replica of the chapel in the Ital-
ian village of Loreto; the chapel holds a rep-
lica of the house where the Virgin Mary was
said to have lived in Nazareth), cloisters, and
a clock tower with its famous carillon. Op-
posite the Loreta stands the Cernin Palace
[4] with its early Baroque monumental fa-
cade, now the office of the Czech Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

Just a bit further from here is the vast
complex of the Strahov Monastery [6],
the oldest Premonstrate monastery in the
country. It was founded by king Vladislav I
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o The Rococo facade of the

Archbishop’s Palace, originally Gryspek
Palace from the 16" century. The palace was
later rebuilt in the Renaissance style and served
as a residence for the Prague archbishaps.
It is not open to the public.

A 5
Qutside the normal bustle of tourism but
not far from Prague castle lies the “New
World’, with plenty of mysterious corners,
small houses, and winding streets fo create
one of the most picturesque neighborhoods in
Prague. Especially worth noting is the house
UZlatého noha (No. 76), where the Danish
astronomer Tycho Brahe fived in about 1600,
or the house U Raka — a wooden structure
that you certainly wouldn't expect to find in
Prague. Today it serves as a romantic hotel.
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o The Loreto Bell Tower, the work of clockmaker Peter Neumann from 1695, is the largest device
ofits type in Bohemia? It holds thirty bells (29 of them original), comes from Amsterdam and weighs
atotal of 1.5 tons. The iron cylinder with pins that play the bells is connected to the clock mechanism in the
tower. Every hour on the hour, the tower plays for @ whole minute. The bells can also be played manually
using a keyboard, turning the Loreto Bell Tower into a unique musical instrument.

in 1140. Its courtyard is home to the Ba-  Didyouknow o

roque Premonstrate Church of the Assump- B _

tion of the Virgin Mary, once a Romanesque ~ MUSEUM OF CZECH The house signs come from the time when

basilica. The church’s two towers are an  LITERATUREIN STRAHOV the houses did't have rumbers, bt bore

important part of the skyline to this part WS museun gathers the most impqrtant the names of the owners or actual symbols.

of Prague. There is a library adjacent to the Z;Se’;‘;’t’gfe/ ;;egghrgflgfg‘z;‘;tge[;‘mé lgg’n’; of i

church, which has served as a National Lit- figures in Czech literature. It wa[s) founded MALA STRANA

erature Museum. in 1952 as a National Cultural LESSER TOWN about 3 hours
From Strahov Monastery, we can head down Monument. The collection includes

Strahovskd Street towards Petfin [p. 201, gpproximately six and a half million items, Getting there: tram — Malostranské ndmést;

or continue with a tour of the Lesser Town, while the Strahov Library contains about metro— Malostranskd

known as Mala Strana [p. 15]. six hundred thousand volumes.

From Strahov Monastery, we’ll go down
the street named Uvoz to Nerudova Street
below the castle. This street used to be
a part of the Royal Coronation Route and
is made up of many picturesque Baroque
Houses, typically decorated with origi-

nal and imaginative house signs. The best Duri o
) ) uring the Communist regime, the tower of
known of them is probably the05|gn on the St. Nicholas Church was an observation
house known as U Dvou stunci [11 (Atthe it for the secret police? Agents could
Two Suns — No. 47), where the writer and sy o the U, German, and other westem
poet Jan Neruda (1834-1891) lived and  embassies from here. The facility is now apen
after whom the street is named. to the public and now hosts an exhibition
Nerudova Street soon leads us to the documenting the spying activities of the

Malostranské Square. This square is infamous Communist State Security forces.

Did you know
that...




OurTIP

MYSTERIA PRAGENSIA
— The two mysterious faces
of Prague in two museums

You can never really get to know the
mysterious face of Prague completely. You can
live there your whole life, wander its winding
streets every day, yet there’s always something
that remains secret in the hidden corners, the
shadows of the gas lamps, under the arches of
bridges, and beneath the roofs of the towers.
There are two museums, however, that offer
you at least a glance behind the shroud of
Prague’s secrets. Beneath the mask of Prague’s
mysteries.

The Prague Ghosts and Legends
Museum, near the Charles Bridge, brings
visitors into the endless world of Prague's
legends and their ghosts.

Slightly younger, the Museum of Alchemists
and Magicians of 0ld Prague holds an
exhibition located directly in a house historically
connected with the famous alchemist Master
Edward Kelley while he was in Prague.

An integral part of the museums Is the
Kellyxir alchemist pub, located in the
courtyard opposite the Alchemist Museum.

P Muzeum prazskych povésti ~ » Muzeum alchymisti a mdgii

astrasidel staré Prahy
Mosteckd 18, Prague 1 Diim U Osla v kolébce
+420257 221289 Jdnsky visek 8, Prague T

+420277 016 844

OUR TIP

€ ST.NICHOLAS CHURCH

Built in several stages from 17041755 on the site of an original Gothic church from the T3th century.
It was designed by the famous architect Christoph Dientzenhofer and completed in High Baroque
style by his son Kilian Ignaz. The church’s decorations are breathtaking and particularly valuable,
espedially the ceiling frescoes in the nave vaulting and in the dome, as well as the canvases displaying
the Passion cycle from the most important of Czech Barogue painters, Karel Skréta (1610~1674). The
celling of the dome, this “crown of Baroque Praque”, is a full 50 meters from the church floor. The church
organs were played on by W. A. Mozart himself during his sojourn in Prague.

inextricably linked to what is probably
the most important Baroque architectural
monument in the country, the St. Nicholas
Church [2].

From the square, we can continue along
Mostecka Street down to Charles Bridge, or
we can extend our stroll and take a left onto
Tomd3ska Street. This gradually becomes
Valdstejnska Street and passes along
a palace bearing the same name (Wallen-
stein), now the site of the Czech Senate, and

ends at the entrance to the Wallenstein
Gardens [3] [p. 18].

After a stroll through the gardens, we
return to Malostranské Square. From here,
we can head down towards Charles Bridge
[p. 22], or we can stay on the Lesser Town
side of the Vltava River and take Karmel-
itska Street to Ujezd, then head up Petfin
Hill [p. 20].




METRO STATION ENTRANCE
MALOSTRANSKA

While on Karmelitska Street, don't forget
to visit the Church of Our Lady of Vic-
tory [4]. This is the oldest Baroque church
in Prague. It was built in 16111613 and
is mostly known for its wax sculpture of
the Infant Jesus of Prague, given to the
church in 1628 by Polyxena of Lobkowicz.
The church is also partially decorated with
paintings by Petr Brandl. The floor of the
church conceals a crypt from 1662 which
served as a Carmelite burial site. There are
walled graves here as well as mummified
remains of monks, some even in glass cof-
fins. The area is closed to the public for hy-
gienic and pious reasons.
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© waLLensTeIv PALACE, GARDEN AND RIDING SCHOOL

This Early Baroque palace complex was commissioned in 1624—1630 by Albrecht Wenzel Fusebius
von Wallenstein (1583—1634). This aristocrat, possessing great wealth and power, wanted to use his
new opulent residence to compete with Praque Castle. The vast palace, 340 meters long and 172
meters wide, required the demolition of over twenty houses and several gardens. Several architects and
builders worked in succession, as well as many leading painters, sculptors, and other artists. The complex
also includes the Wallenstein Garden, built together with the palace and composed in ltalian style.
On one end of the garden, the visitor will find the sala terrena, or garden hall, while the other side is
closed by a round pond with a small island. The garden is decorated by a number of statues (mostly
copies of works by Adriaen de Vries, the court painter and sculptor of Emperor Rudolf 1l), fountains, and
ornamental horticulture. Another important part of the complex is the Winter Riding School from 1630.
The building serves for exhibitions by the National Gallery today.

OurTIP

MOZART MUSEUM

Become Mozart in His Favorite City!

In December 2024, a new interactive Mozart
Museum opened in Prague$ Malostranské
Square. This playful, educational, and entertai-
ning exhibition is dedicated to the life and genius
of the famous composer. The museum is fun for
everyone—from young children to grandpa-
rents.

Why a Mozart Museum in Prague?

W. A Mozart had a truly special relationship
with Prague. The people of Prague admired and
loved his music, and Mozart always felt welcome
here. He even composed his famous opera Don
Giovanni specifically for Prague. The new muse-
um offers an accessible and engaging look not
only at Mozart$s connection to Prague, but also at
his music, genius, travels, and much more.

Play Mozart Yourself!

The interactive museum tells Mozarts story
through  the latest technologies. Visitors can
“Step into Mozarts shoes"—try playing the
harpsichord, entertain Fmpress Maria Theresa,
oreven conduct an orchestra in virtual reality. The
Interactive exhibits are complemented by anima-
ted scenes, short films, models, and fascinating
information displayed on the walls

Experience Mozart$ story any day of the week.

The museum is open daily from 10 AM to 7 PM
and offers discounted admission for individuals,
families, and groups.

m@gg INTERACTIVE
MUSEUM PRAGUE
Mozart Interactive Museum, s.r.o.
Karmelitskd 267/33,

11800 Praha 1-Mald Strana
www.mozartmuseum.cz
info@mozarmuseum.cz

ticket office: 724 359 509

K1 mozartinteractivemuseum
mozartinteractivemuseum
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MALOSTRANSKA BESEDA
RESTAURANT

A cozy restaurant where every quest
can feel at home. The cuisine reflects
traditional Czech basics, serving dishes
and smaller meals suitable for beer, classic
ready meals, but even vegetarian dishes
and dishes based on the foundations of
rational eating. Qur restaurant also serves
perfectly treated Pilsner Urquell tank beer.

Open daily: 11:00-23:00
60 seats inside + 48 seats outside

Malostranské ndmésti 35/21
Prague 1— Mald Strana
+420222 211 567
PUOR@malostranska-beseda.cz
www.facebook.com/malostranskabeseda/
www.instagram.com/malostranskabeseda/
www.malostranska-beseda.cz

THREE GRACES
RESTAURANT

The legendary Three Graces (TFi Grdcie) Wine
Bar has hosted prestigious Great Tastings
of Moravian wines since the 1970s and was
one of Praque’s most popular venues for
the most important personalities of its time
until its temporary demise in 2010. The wine
bar’s former glory was restored after a long
and difficult reconstruction in the 2020s. The
Three Graces is now back in all its glory and
once again offers its warm embrace, unique
atmosphere, and breathtaking views.

Open daily: 11:00-23:00
54 seats inside + 40 seats outside

Novotného ldvka 200/3
11000 Prague 1
+420778 961 971
info@trigracie.cz
www.facebook.com/restauracetrigracie
www.instagram.com/restauracetrigracie/
www.trigracie.cz
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FARINA RESTAURANT

Farina Restaurant was founded with the vision
of bringing authentic ltalian cuisine and culture
to Prague. from the very beginning, we have
been committed to quality and authenticity,
which s reflected in every detail of our work.

We firmly believe that true ltalian cuisine is
above all about the quality of ingredients.

That’s why we carefully select our suppliers

and use only fresh and authentic ingredients,
many of which we import directly from ltaly.

Qur goal is to create a place where every

quest feels completely comfortable and

aan experience the true essence of ftaly.

Leading our team is the exceptional chef and co-
owner of the restaurant, Riccardo Lucque, whose
passion for cooking and extensive experience
ensure a unique gastronomic experience.

Opening Hours
Monday—Friday: 10:30AM—11:30 PM
Saturday—Sunday: 11:00AM-11:30 PM

Hybernskd 1033/7 11000 Praha 1,
www.farina.cz, tel +420 778 540 330,
e-mail rezervace@farina.cz

B facebook.com/people/Farina/
61561018560774/
instagram.com/farina.cz/
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PETRIN about 2 hours

Getting there: tram — Ujezd, Helichova,
funicular — Uvoz, Nebozizek

This 327 meter high hill is part of Mald
Strana and creates an imposing natural
dominant of the left bank of the Vitava. You
can easily get to the top using the funicular
railway [p. 21].

The top of Petfin is adorned with an iron
lookout tower [1] which was built in 1891
for the occasion of the Land Centennial Ex-
hibition. Its elegant lightweight construc-
tion consists of riveted L-shaped profiles,
is 63.5 meters tall, and makes no effort to
deny its inspiration from the Eiffel Tower in
Paris, although it's actually about five times
smallerin size.

Directly next to the lookout tower, there
is a popular mirror maze [2] with a dio-
rama of the battle between the Prague citi-
zens and the Swedes on the Charles Bridge
during the Thirty Years War. At the edge of
the charming Rose Garden, the Petfin veg-
etation is highlighted by three light domes
of the Stefanik Observatory [3] from
1928, which now focuses on popularizing
astronomy.

There is an extensive structural and his-

ot
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was commissioned from 1360 to 1362 by
Charles IV. This fortification wall, several
kilometers long with battlements stretch-
ing from Ujezd to Hradcany, was supposed
to strengthen the city fortifications on the
southern and western side. Tradition holds

that the work was intended to provide
work to the poor.

N ARPL FTRed
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© The bronze memorial to the poet
Karel Hynek Mdcha

e ol
Did you know
that...

Petfin is known for its many gardens
—we might mention the Lobkowicz, Kinsky,
Strahov, and Seminary Gardens, just as ex-
amples. The atmosphere here is perfect for
romantic strolls and decorated with plenty
of statues. The best known is probably
the bronze memorial [4] to the poet Karel
Hynek Mécha (1810-1922) from J. V. Mys-
Ibek (1848-1922).

From the lowest funicular station, we
can take either Ricni or Viehrdova Street
onto the riverside area of Malostranské
nabrezi and turn left.

At the navigational locks of Legion Bridge
on Détsky Island, notice the bronze collec-
tion of female statues — they were created
in 1916 and represent allegories of the Vlta-
va River and its 4 tributaries [5] — LuZnice,
Otava, Sazava and Berounka.

Soon we find ourselves on Kampa, a park
on a man-made island, divided from Mald
Strana by the Certovka mill run. From here,
we can continue onwards to Charles Bridge.

torical monument that will accompany us © retiin Hill with the Petiin observation
on nearly every step of our stroll on Petfin tower in the background (63 m)
— the Hunger Wall. The “Hunger Wall” — the,, Prague Fiffel Tower" of 1891

Petrin Hill Funicular s 510 meters long and can be entered at the bottom of the hill at the station
Ujezd, reachable by tram. The first cars were pulled by a rape along the route Ujezd—Nebozizek—
Petfin to a height of 130 meters in 1891. The funicular operates seasonally, from March to November.
www.dpp.cz
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CHARLES BRIDGE about 1 hour

Getting there: tram — Staroméstskd, Kar-
lovy ldzné, metro — Staroméstskd

Take the gate between the Mald Strana
bridge towers, or walk up the steps from
Kampa (see chapter on Petfin, [p. 20-21])
to find yourself on the stone Charles Bridge,
one of the best known symbols of Prague.

On the other side of the river, the bridge
ends with the Old Town Bridge Tower
[lM], a true jewel of European Gothic

& iHi - e
St Nicholas Cathedral

architecture. It stands on the bridge’s last
pillar and is rich with sculpted detail. This
detail has given the tower the reputation
of being the most beautiful Gothic fortifica-
tion tower in Central Europe. It was built at
the end of the 14 century from the plans
of Petr Parler, the first architect of both the
bridge and St. Vitus Cathedral.

Did you know
that{ 0 o

The spot behind the Charles Bridge, where the
Certovka Creek washes the walls and footings
of the Kampa houses, is aptly called “Prague’s
Venice”. The picture shows the millwheel of
the former Velkoprevorsky mill, with the
“bridge of love” in the background, its metal
railings hung with perhaps thousands of locks,
each hung by lovers to “lock” their relationship
forever.

Mald Strana Bridge Towers St Vitus Cathedtal

The sixteen arches of Charles Bridge have joined both banks of the Vitava River since 1402. Work
beganin 1357 underthe patronageofEmperor Charles V. Even thoughthebridge was originallynamed
“Prague” and “Stone” bridge, it has born the name of its founder since 1870. This was the only bridge in
Pragueuntil 1841. ftspans alengthofover halfakilo-meter (516 meters betweenthebridgetowers) and
is decorated by aunique ensemble of 30 Baroque statues and sculptors from the tum ofthe 17 and
18™ centuries. There are 75 figures adorning the bridge. The best-known statue is perhaps the sculpture
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STATUES AND SCULPTURES ENSEMBLES ON CHARLES BRIDGE

1 Holy Saviour, Cosmas, and Damian, 2 St. Wenceslas, 3 St. Vitus, 4 Saints John of Matha, Felix of Valois,
and lvan, 5 St. Philip Benetius, 6 St. Adalbert, 7 St. Cajetan, 8 Dream of St. Luthgard, 9 St. Augustine,
10 St. Nicholas of Tolentina, 11 St. Jude Thaddeus, 12 Saints Vincent Ferrer and Procopius, 13 St. Anthony
of Padua, 14 St. Francis of Assisi, 15 St. John of Nepomuk, 16 Saints Ludmila and Wenceslas, 17 Saints
Norbert, Wenceslas, and Sigismund, 18 St. francis Borgia, 19 St. John the Baptist, 20 St. Christopher,
21 Saints Cyril and Methodius, 22 St. Francis Xavier, 23 St. Anne, 24 St. Joseph, 25 Holy Cross and
Calvary, 26 Lamentation of Christ, 27 Madonna, Saints Dominic and Thomas Aquinas, 28 Saints
Barbara, Margaret, and Elizabeth, 29 Madonna attending to St. Bernard, 30 St. lvo; I. Mald Strana
bridge towers, Il. Liechtenstein Palace, HI. Old Town bridge tower, IV. Church of St. Frandis of Assisi,
V. Certovka -

ofapagan Turk guarding imprisoned Christians. This is the work of the famous F. M. Brokof: The most
valuable artistic work on the bridge is considered the sculpture ensemble of the Dream of St. Luthgard
from 1710 from Matthias Bernard Braun. When seen from above, it becomes clear that the bridge
actually changes direction three times. Its deck runs 13 meters above the Vitava River (during
reqular currents), and its width averages around 9.5 meters. The bridge stands in roughly the same
place as its predecessor, the Judith Bridge, which was destrayed by a flood in 1342.
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STARE MESTO
OLD TOWN about 3 hours

Getting there: tram — Staroméstskd, Karlovy
ldzné, metro — Staroméstskd

Just beyond the OIld Town Bridge
Tower [1], we find ourselves on the small
but picturesque K¥izovnické Square. On
the left side it’s bordered by the Church of
St. Francis of Assisi which boasts a massive
dominant 40 meter high Baroque dome.
The bronze statue of Charles IV bears
allegories of the four university sciences and
was placed there in 1848 to commemorate
the 500™ anniversary of the founding of
Charles University.

Opposite the tower bridge, the facade of
the Clementinum [2] [p. 24], the former
Jesuit College, faces the square.

After a few turns, Karlova Street takes us
to Malé Namésti, unusual in its triangular
layout. This area, originally known as
the Little Market Square, is mostly
known for its Rott House which bears rich
fresco decorations designed by Mikolds
Ales. Most visitors are also taken in by the
fountain with its magnificently-wrought
Renaissance grating from 1560.

Just a bit further and the Old Town
Square opens up in front of you, the natural
centre of this part of Prague. It covers

O aemenivum
This is the second largest complex of
buildings in Prague after Prague Castle. It
covers about 2 hectares and was built by the
Jesuits in 1653—1730 on the site of the former
Dominican monastery. During the period of
the counter-reformation, the Clementinum
was the main headquarters of the Jesuits in
Bohemia. There are several towers rising from
the complex, the most renowned of which s the
68 meter Astronomical Tower from 1723,
bearing a 2.5 meter tall fead statue of Atlantis
holding a metal model of the solar system. The
greatest pride of the Clementinum s the Chapel
of Mirrors and Baroque Library Hall with
its unique fresco decorations and several large
valuable globes. The complex has been used
by the National Library for over 200 years.
www.klementinum.com

about 9,000m? and was already laid out
in the early 13* century. The entire area is
dominated by the Old Town Hall Tower
[3] with its renowned and admired Orloj
Astronomical Clock and two towers of the
Gothic Church of Our Lady before Tyn[4].

The northern side of the square features
the secessionist Jan Hus Memorial from
1915. It was installed to commemorate the

OUR TIP

MICROBREWERY
AND RESTAURANT U TRI RUZI

The Microbrewery U Tri
riiZi (Three Roses) builds
on more than six hundred
years of brewing history
in this historic building in
Prague’s Husova Street.

The high quality of the
beer is quaranteed by our experienced
brewmaster Robert Marndk, winner of
many prestigious awards. The equipment
includes a 10-hectoliter boiler made in the
Pacovské Machine Works. On the ground
floor there is a restaurant complete with
open fermentation room, and fermentation
and lager tanks in medieval cellars.

The modern microbrewery has a production
capacity of 1,200-1,500 hi/year. The

range of beers is varied, offering a taste

of traditional beers and special beers

made from the finest ingredients.

BREWERY
VOJANGY DVUR

Abrewery and restaurant
located in the Lesser Town,
in the historical premises of
{  an original bishop’s court
from the 13th century. It was
™ first mentioned in 1249,
when it was the seat of the
Bishop of Prague. At the beginning of the
19th century, it became the property of the
Windischgritz noble family and was also
used as an imperial stable where the horse
Ardo Il was kept. This horse was chosen by
1. V. Myslbek as the model for the equestrian
statue of St. Wenceslas on Wenceslas Square.
The brewery was inaugurated in 2018,
making Vojaniv Dvilr the first microbrewery
in the Lesser Town. The beer is brewed by
the experienced brewer Tomds Tuchyria. The
restaurant has a capacity of up to 300 seats
and offers plenty of space inside as well as
outside on its spacious summer garden.

27

Husova 10/232, 110 00 Prague 1
+420601 588 281
rezervace@usr.cz

www.u3r.cz

U LuZického semindfe 21,
118 00 Prague 1
+420601 233 233
rezervace@vojanuvavur.cz
www.vojanuvdvur.cz
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This was founded in 1338 as the first town hall in Bohemia. The core of the town hallis the corner
Gothic house with its decorated portal. A 69.5 meter rectangular tower was added in 1364. In 1458,
a memorable assembly convened at the town hall and elected George of Podébrady (1420—1471) the
first “Hussite” king of Bohemia. The town hall burned down during the Prague Uprising of May 1945
due to cannon fire from German tanks, and it survived only miracufously. The tower and astronomical clock
were damaged, however, and the fire completely destroyed the Neo-Gothic wing of the town hall, which
was never repaired again.

(www.straromestskaradnice.cz)

OLD TOWN (PRAGUE) ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK — ORLOJ

This is evidently the best preserved medieval astronomical clock in Europe. It was very likely put info
operation in 1410. It is based on a Medieval astronomical clock; the dial shows the date and time, but infor-
mation on the motion and position of heavenly bodies can also be deducted, for example the phases of the
month, which constellation the sun is presently in, and so on. There were probably several engineers
who built the clock, the best known of whom is the clockmaker Mikulds of Kadan who constructed the
clock mechanism. The entire machinery was designed by mathematician and astronomer Jan Ondrejtiv
from Hradec Krdlové. Part of the sculpted decorations comes from the school of Petr ParléF
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T2

@  CHURCH OF OUR LADY BEFORE TVN (Tyn Church)

One of the most important churches in Prague. This is a Gothic three-nave building on the site of an
earlier smaller Romanesque church recorded as early as the 12 century. The church was built from the
middle 14" century and completed about 160 years later. The dominant feature of the church and the
entire Old Town Square is the twin 80 meter tall towers with their eight-sided domes with walkways.
Afirst glance will already tell you that the southern tower is a bit wider. Each tower is decorated with
four corer and four installed ornamental turrets which give the church its particular appearance. An-
other element is the triangular Gothic gable with pinnacles and a Baroque relief of the Madonna.
The interior furnishings of the church are largely Baroque, and there are several interesting tombstones,
the best known of which is of Tycho Brahe (1546—1601). This famous Danish astronomer served the
court of Emperor Rudolf Il and is buried directly in the Tyn Church.

500t anniversary of the burning of Jan Hus
at the stake.

On the corner of the square and Tynskd
Street, notice house No. 605, known as
the Stone Bell House, originally from
the first half of the 14" century. The name
comes from an actual stone bell set into
its corner. Old photographs show the
house with a pseudo-baroque facade, but
reconstruction work completed in 1988
restored its Gothic appearance.

The OId Town Square was witness to
a number of important events in (zech
history, one of the most striking being
the execution of 27 Czech aristocrats
which took place on June 21, 1621. This

bloody revenge wrought by the Habsburgs
is commemorated by 27 crosses, marked
in white in the cobblestones as well as
a memorial plaque on the wall of the Town
Hall.

The Marian Column on the Old Town
Square is a replica (renovation was carried
out in 2020) of the original 16-metre high
Barogue column that stood there from 1652
until 1918, when it was pulled down by
ariotous crowd.
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ZIDOVSKE MESTO
JEWISH QUARTER  about2hours

Getting there: tram — Staroméstskd,
Prdvnickd fakulta, metro — Staroméstskd

From the Old Town Square [1], we con-
tinue on our tour of Prague down the
street called Parizska trida. This luxuri-
ous boulevard leads to the Vltava River, but
we turn earlier onto Sirokd Street towards
the left. The next perpendicular street,
Maiselova Street will lead us to the most
important monuments of the Prague Jew-
ish settlement.

The most important of them is the former
Jewish Town Hall [2] from the end of the
16" century with its 27.5 meter high tower.
The clock above the Town Hall’s main fa-
cade is a rarity, bearing a dial with Hebrew
numbers and which rotates in the opposite
direction.

Another building which survived the re-
construction of the Jewish Quarter at the
end of the 19" century is the Old New
Synagogue [3]. It comes from the later
13" century and is the oldest architectural
monument of its type not only in Prague,
but in all of Europe.

€ Jewish Town Hall on the comner
of Maiselova and Cervend Streets



32 JEWISH QUARTER

e 0ld New Synagogue — its attic was supposedly where the mythical Golem was stored

JEWISH QUARTER 33

o Rudolfinum was the headquarters of the (zechoslovakian parliament in 1919—1941

A world-unique location is the Old Jew-
ish Cemetery [4] which holds roughly
12 thousand sandstone tombstones in a rel-
atively small area. It was probably founded
sometime in the early-middle 15 century
and served for burials until 1787.

The Old Jewish Cemetery is directly next
to the Industrial Art Museum [5], which
is located on the street named Tida 17. lis-
topadu, or November 17", This area on the
banks of the Vltava, known as the Rejdisté,
is dominated by the Rudolfinum[6]
(House of Artists). This impressive Neo-
Renaissance building from the 3" quarter
of the 19™ century is the work of architects
Josef Zitek and Josef Schulz. Its facade
creates the dominant edge of Jan Palach
Square, and inside we can find the famous
Dvorék Concert Hall and other concert and
exhibition spaces. This is also the home of
the Czech Philharmonic and Rudolfinum
Gallery.

Leaving the busy traffic of November 17
Street, we reach AlSovo nabrei, or the Ale$
embankment. This is a good place to relax

on one of the benches for a while and en-
joy the view of the river with the arches of
Charles Bridge and the castle panorama on
the other embankment.

Did you know
tha{.. 4

Given the limited space of the cemetery, the dead
were placed in layers above each other

over the centuries? The previous tombstones

were not removed, but were always raised and
placed on the surface of the new site. This explains
the clustered tombstones, the oldest of which

Is from 1439, The best known historical figure
buried here is undoubtedly Jehuda Low ben
Becalel, known as Rabbi Low (1 1609), who is
said to be the creator of the legendary Golem.
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NOVE MESTO
NEW TOWN about 3 hours
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Getting there: tram — Karlovy Idzné, Ndrodnf
divadlo, Jirdskovo ndm., Palackého ndm., Mordn,
Myslikova, Vytor, Albertov, metro — Staroméstskd,
Karlovo ndm.

From KfiZovnické Square, we set off upstream
along the Vltava to Smetanovo ndbrezi. This
soon opens up new breathtaking views onto
the towers and roofs of Mald Strana and the
majestic Castle above it. This view from Novo-
tny Footbridge [1] is said to be one of the most
beautiful of Prague’s motifs.

The next destination on our walk along the VI-
tava River, visible from far away, is the National
Theatre [2]. By the way, we can enjoy the river
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“from up close” — in the summer months on a
romantic boat ride on boats rented on the way
to the theatre. The boat rental is where Narodni
Street meets the embankment. On the south,
Nérodni Street borders the Old Town, while
Prague New Town established by King Charles
IVin 1348 is on the other side.

Nérodni tfida would normally lead us to
Wenceslas Square, but we'll save a tour of
that for later and continue instead along the
embankment, now called Masarykovo. We'll
eventually pass Slovansky Island[3], origi-
nally named Barvifsky (Dyer’s) Island, then
named Zofin until 1918. The island formed

sometime at the tum of the 17* and 18" cen-
turies and gradually became larger with the
growing sediments.

We'll gradually come to a striking white
building standing on pillars in the Vitava River.
This is one of the masterpieces of modern
(zech architecture, the Manes building of
the Association of Fine Artists [4] from 1930.
This stark functionalist block, reminiscent of
a bridge or a hoat, is a pleasant display of the
fortunate symbiosis of historical and modern
architecture. Directly adjacent to Manes is the
square stone tower with a dome — this is the
former New Town waterworks [4], also
known as Sitkovské Tower. It was built in 1489
and provided the fountains and homes in the
Prague New and Old Towns with water.

At iraskovo Square we leave the river-
side and go slightly uphill onto Resslova




© NATIONAL THEATRE

This is one of the most important buildings in the (zech Republic from a cultural-historical and
architectural perspective. A major part of its construction was financed from private collections.
The cornerstone was ceremonially laid in 1868, and the theatre was apened thirteen years later in
1881. Its doors closed after 12 performances so that the work could be completed. During this work,
however, the building caught fire on 12 August 1881, evidently the work of arsonists who
nearly completely destroyed the theatre. The event gave rise to another nation-wide collection, so the
necessary money was soon gathered. The theatre was ceremonially re-opened on 18 November
1883 with Smetana’s opera “Libuse”.

The Neo-Renaissance National Theatre building was designed by architect Josef Zitek and finished
after the fire by Josef Schulz. The interior decorations are the work of the most important (zech
artists of the time — Mikolds Ales, Frantisek Zenisek, Bohuslav Schnirch, Josef Vdclav
Myslbek, Josef BroZik and Julius Mardk. The efforts and sacrifice of the Czech nation in building
the theatre are captured on the curtain, painted by Vojtéch Hynais. This sentiment is also expressed
in the words “Ndrod sobé” above the curtain, or “The Nation unto Itself”.
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Did you know
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The famous U Flekdi brewery on Kremencovd
Street is first mentioned in writing in 1499 — it

Is consequently the only brewery in Central 3
Europe where beer has been brewed without 0 Zofin — concert venue and restaurant
on Slovansky Island; since it was formed in 1837,

it has been an important part of (zech cultural

interruption for over 500 years. You can sit
in one of the eight halls or in the outdoor
garden in the shade of the chestnut tree. and social life.

OurTIP
=
WORLD OF FRANZ KAFKA

This exhibition is neither a museum,

a biography, nor an archive of the works
of one writer — Franz Kafka. The scope of
this exhibition reaches far beyond Kafka.

The most famous Czech writer, Kafka was
full of paradoxes and contrasts. His stories
are set in the world that we know, but which
suddenly features completely illogical ele-
ments. This style of writing allowed him to
show others the otherwise unexplainable
phenomena of the mind, society and the uni-
verse. And this is the very point at which the
exhibition picks up the thread of Franz Kafka.

“The threads of immeasurable forces that
have manipulated our lives ever since con-
ception” — and it was Kafka, the most signifi-
cant writer, who alluded to these very forces
between the lines of his texts. It is precisely
these forces that are paraphrased within the

exhibition following the example of franz
Kafka.

The exhibition is divided into three parts:
You can discover the paradoxes in archi-
tecture, see the absurd paintings and the
projection of bizarre events that actually
occurred in Prague.

“The exhibition is proof of the fact that our
world is a serious, maybe even a tragic place.
At the same time, however, it features traits of
a specific picturesqueness; it is incomprehen-
sible by words, just like the space between the
letters of Franz Kafka’s texts.”

Miroslav Joudal (1954-2018).

World of
Franz Kafka

Franz Kafka Square, 11000 Prague 1

franzkafkaworld.com
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BREWERY AND
RESTAURANT U FLEKU

e
i M. ]

L
1
ad
o
[
iy
=

7 Did you know
that...

Dancing House — inspired by the two dancers
Fred Aster and Ginger Rogers

Street. Here we can enjoy a view of another
important work of modern architecture, the
Dancing House [5] by architects Vlado
Miluni¢ and Frank 0. Gehry from 1996.

Resslova Street soon takes us to the
Orthodox Church of Saints Cyril and
Methodius. This Baroque building from
1730-1736 is the work of K. 1. Dienzenhofer
and P. . Bayer. Let’s stop for a moment at
the window to the church crypt. The bul-
let marks, still visible today, are reminis-
cent of the events of June 18, 1942, when
7 brave (zech parachutists fell to German
gunfire. They were hiding in the crypt after
two members of this group (J. Kubis and
J.Gabcik) had assassinated the prominent
Nazi officer R. Heydrich nearly a month
early as part of the Anthropoid military
operation.

Did you know
that...

The water tower of the New Town,
although it's always full of water, was
one of the structures in Prague to be most
often damaged by fire? This paradox has
asimple explanation: in the winter, the
water in the tower’s wooden pipes was
always frozen. The only way to thaw it
out was with open fire, so the chance

of burning was actually very high.

Brewery and restaurant U Flekil. U Flekd has brewed
beer since 1499 and is the oldest classic restau-
rant brewery to have been preserved to date. The
entire complex consists of ancient buildings whose
walls are decorated with colored frescoes.

The restaurant offers its guests 1,200 seats in eight
halls and qardens. The brewery has unique brewing
areas (see photo) where beer is still produced under
the original medieval beams painted with bull’ blood

Portfolio

Only unfiltered dark Bavarian-type beer has
been brewed here since 1843. Its production consists
of barley malt, hops, water, and yeast. It contains
4.6% alcohol. The pub U Fleki has also been brewing
light lager since autumn 2020. Annual production is
around 2,500 hl.

Guided tours

Brewery: brewing room, ellar, video, tasting,
gift. Mon-Sun, 10:00—18:00.

Museum: Exhibition of malting and barrel-making.
Mon—Sat, 10:00—16:00.

Advance reservation required.

At least every first Friday of the month, shows
by the Flek Cabaret.

The cabaret performance can be attended on
selected dates published on our website and
social media channels.

Kiemencova 11, 110 00 Prague 1
+420224 934 019-20

+420 602 660 290

fb: Pivovar a restaurace U Hek(
en.ufleku.cz
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FLY VISTA

- The most beautiful view in Prague
- The longest marble bar in Furope

- World-class gastronomy

« Champagne bar with over

100 types of champagne

« The best rooftop bar in Prague

- Live shows & DJ performances

« The largest ice bucket in the world

- Private events and corporate parties

« An exceptional experience from morning till night
« The highest viewpoint

in the heart of Prague

BACKIN TIME

o LEVELS
- Animmersive history museum _ -
inthe heart of Prague = e 1 g - Over 200 arcade games — from
« Aunique 5D cinema experience - = ipe 2t retro classics to modern hits
« 1,200 years of entertaining ] s PRI T T H « Up to 18-hole mini golf
history in just 50 minutes 7 B B « Darts, billiards, and table
« Become part of the stories ! I j football for fun with friends
that shaped Praque’s past { - Stylish bars and great food
« 1,000 m?of interactive exhibits ! e . i, right in the gaming zone
« Meet Charles IV as he builds 4 - « Perfect for kids, adults, couples,
the Charles Bridge ¥ and corporate events
« Find us on the 6th floor of « Excellent accessibility — located
MAJ — HOUSE OF FUN,Ndrodni tiida : directly on Ndrodni tfida
« The world’s largest crystal
skeleton — a unique visual experience

EEREE] MAJ (6:30-24:00)
Ndrodni 63/26
TeaalEed 77000 Nové Mésto, Praha 1
O i M houseoffunprague.cz




NEW TOWN

A bit further on, Resslova Street ends on
Karlovo nameésti, or Charles Square. This
was formed as part of the establishment
of the New Town in 1348 and used for cat-
tle markets, from where its original name

NEW TOWN

The dominant feature of the eastern side (the
longer upper side) of the square is the facade
of the Baroque Church of St. Ignatius from
1655—1677. The building of the former Jesuit
College next to the church serves as a hospi-

of Cattle Market comes. There are several tal today.
architecturally and historically valuable
buildings around the square which soon
catch our attention. The first is the New
Town Hall [6] from the end of the 14" cen-
tury with its square tower on the corner.

There are many stories associated with
the Faust House [7] on the southern side
of the square (on the right when looking
up the square). This is a Renaissance pal-
ace, much older than the other buildings
of the New Town. It used to be owned by
a number of alchemists (the renowned
Edward Kelley, for one) who were brought
to Prague during the reign of Emperor Ru-
dolf Il. Their pseudo-scientific activities
were reminiscent of the famous German
alchemist Dr. Johann Georg Faust (probably
1480 to 1540) and are responsible for the
house’s name today.

NEW TOWN HALL
This is one of the most valuable works of
architecture in Prague’s New Town.
Work began on its construction in 1377,
but its 70 meter tower is younger — it
was built in 1452—1456. It was here that
Y in 1419, the first Prague Defenestration
Did you know = - set off the Hussite Revolution. The
(o first floor of the tower used to serve
as a prison. The town hall served
administrative purposes until 1784.

Did you know
that...

One of the legends associated

with Faust’s House tells of how
Mephistopheles flew directly through the
ceiling after Dr. Faust had sold him his
soul. The resulting hole could not be patched
for many years after. The ironic thing is that
after several centuries, the hole appeared
again — this time, from an Allied bomb
that fell directly on Faust’s House on 14
February 1945. The bomb didn't explode;
it just broke through the roof and ceiling. . .

The facade of the eastern wing of the town hall
(facing Vodickova Street) holds the standard
length known as the “Prague elbow"?

This Medieval measurement was established
in 1268 and measures exactly 59.14 cm.
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46 VYSEHRAD
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VYSEHRAD about 3 hours

Getting there: tram — Vyior, Albertoy, Take Podskalskd Street or Pod Slovany,
Ostrcilovo ndm., metro — Vysehrad and we come to a place known as Na Vy-
_.k_ﬂ“‘_:-{._ toni. This is where a town quarter known
SEEE as From Charles Square, it's not along walk to as Podskali used to be, a distinctive part of
the memorable Vy3ehrad. There are several Prague. It spread out along the right bank of
interesting stops along the way, however. the Vitava River roughly between the site of
We'll set off down Vy3ehradské Street, im- today’s bridges named Zelezniéni (Railway)
-- mediately turning right and coming to the and Palackého. The residents of Podskali
former monastery of the Na Slovanech were “water people” — woodcutters, ice-
; Church. This is part of the Benedictine men, and people who lived from rafting. At
R i oL i Monastery, also known as Emauzy [1], the turn of the 19" and 20" centuries, the
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3 5 founded in 1347 by Charles IV. The church uarter was mostly demolished and a high . u
: & - ’ a y d a hig pujéovna BOAT RENTAL
£ originally had two squared towers, but they flood wall was built to protect this part of lodicel
51 | were heavily damaged on 14 February Prague from high water. One of the build- Prague Smichov
g of 1945 during Allied bombings of Prague ings that escaped demolition is the for- E:EE pujcozerl;k;ﬁ?&i?;?gﬁ
% 75 (certainly not intentionally). During recon- mer customs house. Today this building Feli% www.pujcovnalodice'k.cz
= struction work in 1953-1945, the vaulting houses an exhibition of the Museum of the EE @ Pujcovna lodicek

of the nave of the church was repaired and
the destroyed towers were replaced with
the modern facade consisting of two nar-
row concrete wings with gilded tips.

City of Prague [2] devoted to the history of
Podskali and wood rafting.

Rent a boat right in Prague...

..fishing boats, motor boats, even a cruise ship
with a grill. The boats are waiting here for you
every day. No license needed



VYSEHRAD was originally a princely fortified settlement founded in the second half of the
10 century. It protected the town from the south side as well as watching over the Vitava as an
important transportation route. Its greatest period of prosperity and importance was in the third
quarter of the 11" century, when the prince and later first king of Bohemia Vratislav Il chose it for
his residence and the center of the Bohemian nation. Even in later years, when the rulers of Bohemia
were already living in Prague Castle, the importance of Vysehrad remained. Charles IV in particular
was responsible for developing it. During the turbulent period of the Hussite Revolution, Vysehrad was
seized and destrayed by the Hussites. It was rebuilt as a Baroque fortress in the middle 17" century,
and became part of Prague in 1883 as its sixth quarter. This was also when its church cemetery was
transformed into the national cemetery of the most important figures in Czech history.

0 CHURCH ST. PETER AND PAUL — for over a hundred years now, the symbol of Vysehrad has
been the church of the apostolic saints Peter and Paul. It was founded in 1070 by Prince Vratislav Il
The original basilica was modified many times over the following centuries, and it lost its Romanesque
appearance in a 13" century reconstruction. In 1903 the church was reconstructed in Neo-Gothic
style by architect Josef Mocker, resulting in the two towers in the facade. Today, these towers form the
unmistakable and visible sithouette of VySehrad. From an architectural perspective, the church is three-
nave pseudo-basilica with chapels on its side naves. The complex Neo-Gothic design of its facade is also
noteworthy. The church interior is richly painted and also holds adjacent naves, a presbytery, and side
chapels.

Now we come to the destination of our
stroll. This is VySehrad [3], a national cul-
tural monument, as well as a mythical place
associated with the dawn of the history of
the Czech nation and many myths and
legends.

The former VySehrad acropolis is acces-
sible from many directions through one of
many gates. The oldest such gate is known
as Taborskd and was built in 1655-1656.
A bit further stands an inner gate, the Leo-
pold Gate. This Baroque classicist structure

© The Rotunda of St. Martin
is VySehrad's oldest structure

by architect Carlo Luraga was probably built
in the second half of the 17® century. Head-
ing towards it, we pass the remnants of the
former medieval gate called Spicka, once
a dominant feature of this fortress. It was
built in the middle 14 century and demol-
ished at the end of the 17™ century. Today it
houses the information centre.

On the right, not far from Leopold Gate,
we can see evidence of the times of
VySehrad’s greatest prosperity in the Ro-
manesque Rotunda of St. Martin [4].
Even though it's been reconstructed several
times, it’s still the most important remnant
of the era of the rule of Vratislav Il (1061 to
1092), the first king of Bohemia. There are
a total of three rotundas to be found in all
of Prague (the others are the Romanesque
Churches of the Holy Cross and St. Longin),
while the St. Martin’s Rotunda is the oldest
of them.

An almost “obligatory” part of a visit to
VySehrad is its cemetery. It is flanked on
three sides by arcades, built in 1890-1898
by architect Antonin Wiehl. The cemetery
holds the tombs of the most important per-
sonages of Czech cultural, artistic, and po-
litical life. Architect Wiehl and sculptor Josef
Mauder are also the authors of the Vy3ehrad
Slavin — the joint tomb of a wide array of
(zech poets, painters, sculptors, compos-
ers, and other famous artists. Since the end
of the 19" century, VySehrad has gradually
become the final resting place for nearly
600 important Czech personages.




50 VACLAVSKE SQUARE AND SURROUNDINGS

Tons - =

LB -
=

4 _;'-Ll'.:

o T -
e,
”ﬂrh'g‘:-r LU
't

VACLAVSKE SQUARE [1]
AND SURROUNDINGS

about 3 hours

Getting there: tram — Vddavské ndm,
Jindfisskd, Ndmést Republiky, metro — Muzeum,
Mistek, Namésti Republiky

After looking around the square, this
commercial and cultural centre of
Prague, we can turn off onto JindFisska
Street. At the end of this street stands
a magnificent tower [2] with the same
name, builtin 1472-1476 and reconstructed
at the end of the 19* century by Josef

Mocker. Its interiors serve as a gallery
while there is a luxurious restaurant in the
upper floor which offers a nice view onto
parts of Prague. From JindFiSska Tower,
we continue along Senovdznd Street and
eventually walk through the passage
of the Czech National Bank [3]. This
will bring us to Republic Square (Ndmésti
Republiky), where the first thing to catch
our attention is surely the imposing
65-meter tall Powder Gate [4].

Directly adjacent to the Powder Gate is the
Municipal House [5], the most important
Secessionist monument in Prague. It stands
on the site of the former royal residence

Sculptor J. V. Myslbek (1848—1922) worked on the statue of St. Wenceslas for more than 30 years

VACLAVSKE SQUARE AND SURROUNDINGS 51
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WY Metro transfer stations on Wenceslas Square
— Miistek (A, B) and Muzeum (A, C)

© vicavske square

Rather than a town square, this is more like the largest and liveliest boulevard in Prague at 60
meters wide, 682 meters long, and rising slightly uphill from Miistek to the National Museum.
It is lined with shopping centers, modern palaces, banks, and luxurious hotels, but was originally
a horse market established by Emperor Charles IV in 1348. The name Vdclay, or Wenceslas (originally
St Vdclav), was first used in the revolutionary year of 1848. A rider statue of St. Wenceslas stood
here from 1860 but was later moved to VySehrad. The new rider statue of this patron of the Czech lands
was placed in the upper part of the square in 1912, created by the sculptor J. V. Myslbek (1848—
1922). The most important events that Vdclavské Square has witnessed include the proclamation
of independent Czechoslovakia in 1918 as well as the demonstrations accompanying the Velvet
Revolution (which toppled the communist government) of November 1989, formed by hundreds of
thousands of people.
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NATIONAL MUSEUM — the unmistakable dominant feature of the upper part of Vdclavské Square

s the monumental Neo-Renaissance building which houses the most important (zech museum. The
building’s author, inspired by French Classicism, was architect Josef Schulz. The facade is dominated by
a Pantheon with a dome — a monument dedicated to the important figures of the (zech nation. The
museum was also decorated by leading Czech artists whom we also find associated with the National
Theatre building — Bohuslav Schnirch, Antonin Wagner, Vdclav BroZik, Frantisek Zenisek,
Julius Maridk, and more. The collection of the National Museum also contains an extensive library.

www.nm.cz

from 1380. It was built in 1905-1912, and
its rich decorations are the work of leading
Czech artists from the beginning of the 20
century. The pride of the Municipal House is
the Smetana Concert Hall which seats over
1200 listeners.

s
* da% 19 - i ol
Q Jindfisskd Street — in the foreground

the church of St. Henry and St. Kunhuta

Behind the U Hyberni house is the
Square of the Republic. In its eastern part,
a modern shopping center with a broad
range of shops, restaurants, and services
in the center of historic Prague — the
Palladium — was built (2007) on the land

o 9 The Gothic Powder Tower and the
Secessionist Municipal House

OUR TIP 53

MUNICIPAL HOUSE

The Secessionist Municipal House and the
Gothic Powder Tower both next to each other
look like old friends in an embrace that arches
over (eletnd Street, spanning the centuries
that divide their birth. As if this magical place
was destined to become a crossroads of (zech
history.

Presently, the Municipal  House ~ hosts
a number of exhibitions by leading artists, but
most of all, it is an oasis of music performed
in one of Prague’s largest halls, the Smetana
Hall. The sophisticated elevation “lifts” the
listener to an even better view of the orchestra
as well as creating a pleasant acoustic effect.

The Czech National Symphony Orche-
stra was founded in 1993 by trumpeter Jan
Hasendhrl. In addition to concerts of its own
subscriber series held in the Smetana Hall of the
Municipal House, the orchestra also records in
its studio in Hostivar and accompanies world
stars of classical music and jazz on tours around
the world

Since 2005, the (NSO has also organized
the Prague Proms International Music
Festival which introduces Prague audiences to
important Czech and international classical and
Jazz artists. Among the many who have shone
at the festival in past years are the phenomenal
Ennio Morricone, film music composer Danny
Elfman, and pianist Chick Corea.

In 2022, the (NSO won the prestigious
Grammy Award for “Best Arrangement,
Instruments and Vocals” The award was
given for the composition “To The Edge of
Longing from Vince Mendoza’s Freedom Over
Everything” Vince Mendoza received  two
nominations for two tracks from this record
which he recorded together with the orchestra
directly in the CNSO studio. Jan Hasendhrl was
also the producer of the record and the initiator
of the project.

Program

June 15, 2025 — Mnozil Brass

June 21, 2025 — Hollywood Night

June 25, 2025 — Hundred Voices

QOctober 15, 2025 — 3rd Subscription Concert

November 19, 2025 — Jan Hasendhrl & Lots
of Friends

December 17, 2025 — Three Wishes for Cinderella

March 11, 2026 — Tst Subscription Concert

April 21, 2026 — 2nd Subscription Concert

June 23, 2026 — Hollywood Night

June 25, 2026 — Burt Bacharach Night

June 29, 2026 — James Bond Night

October 14, 2026 — 3rd Subscription Concert

Tickets at www.cnso.cz (Subject to change.)
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MUZEUM CESKEHO GRANATU

MUSEUM OF THE BOHEMIAN
GARNET AND SALES GALLERY

Just afew steps from Charles Bridge is the
Museum of Bohemian Garnet. It offers

an exhibition of jewelry and objects with
this typical (zech gemstone, supported
with interesting facts about mining and
processing. Finally, you can visit the
gallery and take home an original piece
of jewelry - a stylish souvenir of Prague.

MUZEUM CESKEHO GRANATU
Karlova 8, 110 00 Praha 1

+420 222 211 561

www.granat.cz

1G: @muzeumofbohemiangarnet
FB: muzeumceskehogranatupraha

MUSEUMS, GALLERIES, EXHIBITS 55

National Museum
www.nm.cz
Vdclavské ndmésti 68, Prague 1

(temporarily at Vinohradskd 1)
Néprstek Museum

www.nm.cz
Betlémské ndmésti 1, Prague 1

National Technical Museum

www.ntm.cz
Kostelni 42, Prague 7

Military History Institut

www.vhu.cz

_Museum of Czech Literature

pamatniknarodnihopisemnictvi.cz
Strahovské nédvofri 1/132, Prague 1

Prague City Museum

www.muzeumprahy.cz

_Prague JewishMuseum

www.jewishmuseum.cz
U Staré 3koly 1, Prague 1

_Museum of DecorativeArts

www.upm.cz
17. listopadu 2, Prague 1

 House atthe Black Mother of God (p.50,51) _
www.czkubismus.cz
Ovocny trh 19, Prague 1

(Museum of Cubism)

Railroad Kingdom
www.kralovstvi-zeleznic.cz
Stroupeznického 23, Prague 5

(Centrum Andél City)

NationalGallery . ...

www.ngprague.cz

Individual exhibitions:
Convent of St. Agnes of Bohemia
U Milosrdnych 17, Prague 1
Sternberg Palace
HradCanské ndmeésti 15, Prague 1
Schwarzenberg Palace
Hradcanské ndmésti 2, Prague 1
Salm Palace
Hradcanské ndmésti 2, Prague 1
Trade Fair Palace
Dukelskych hrdinii 47, Prague 7
Kinsky Palace
Staroméstské ndmésti 12, Prague 1

www.galerierudolfinum.cz
AlSovo nabreZi 12, Prague 1

Prague Castle Picture Gallery

..... T
Prazsky hrad, Prague 1
(Pictures from the collection of Emperor Rudolf 1)

Prague Castle Riding School

www.hrad.cz
Prazsky hrad, Prague 1

Marold’s Panorama Battle of Lipany

www.vystavistepraha.eu
Vystavisté Praha HoleSovice, Prague 7

Botanical Gardens

www.botanicka.cz
Trojskd 800/196, Prague 7

Botanical Garden UK

www.bz-uk.cz
Na Slupi 16, Prague 2

The Prague zoological garden

www.zoopraha.cz
UTrojského zdmku 120/3, Prague 7

Antonin Dvordk Museum
(Villa America), Ke Karlovu 120, Prague 2
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0 The House at the Black Mother of God (U Cerné Matky Bozi) was builtin 1911-1912
on the design of architect Josef Gocdr. It bears its name from the small Baroque statue in the
corner of the building. It has housed a Museum of Czech Cubism since 1994.

of the former barracks. Our walk continues
beyond the Powder Gate to Celetna
Street, where the Royal Route begins.

We'll also take Celetnd Street, but we
immediately turn left onto Ovocny trh,

Did you know
that...

The words of the Czech national anthem
“Where is my home” were composed on the
very spot where the PALLADIUM shopping
center stands today? In 1834 there was a
military barracks on the Square of the Republic.
The 28th Infantry Regiment, which was stationed
here at that time, was collectively known as

“The Children of Prague” and their quartermaster
was Josef Kajetdn Tyl. He was in charge of the
regiment’s supplies, but this did not prevent him
from being an active theatre critic and writer

a small square which used to serve for fruit
and vegetable markets. There are several
remarkable buildings to be noted on the
side of this triangular square. Immediately
on the edge, we can see a good example of
Czech Cubist architecture, the House at
the Black Mother of God [6].

On the other side of the square stands
the oldest university dormitory in Central
Europe, the Karolinum [7]. It consists of
several buildings joined together in various
architectural styles. The Karolinum houses
the administration of Charles University,
and its auditorium serves for ceremonies
today, mostly for graduation ceremonies.

Immediately next to the Karolinum stands
a theatre known today as the Stavovské
or Estates Theatre[8], previously named
Hrabéci Nosticovo (Tylovo, before 1989). Its
classicist building comes from 17811783
and was commissioned by the Czech patriot
Count Nostic-Rieneck. In 1878, this was
where W. A. Mozart personally conducted
his operas, the Marriage of Figaro and Don
Giovanni.

OUR TIP

KUBISTA GALLERY

The Kubista Gallery was opened at the end
0f 2002 at an exclusive address — on the
ground floor of the House at the Black
Mother of God (p. 50) in the historical
center of the metropolis. The gallery is the
only specialized shap of its kind in Prague
and the (zech Republic, and in the short
time of its existence it has gained not only
a wide range of domestic customers, but
an extensive foreign clientele as well.

All of them appreciate the fact that in
this architecturally exceptional building,
whose upper floors house the Museum
of Czech Cubism and the faithfully
reconstructed Grand Café Orient, this
is the only place in Prague where they
can purchase originals, replicas, and
unique pieces inspired by classic Czech
design, mostly from the period of Czech
Cubism and Art Deco.
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Kubista Gallery
Prague, Ovocny trh 569/19
4420224236 378
+420727 963 540
kubista@kubista.cz

@ kubistagallery

t www.kubista.cz
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Did you know
that...

The house known as the “Three Golden
Lions” (U T zlatych vii, No. 420) on
nearby Uhelny Trh is associated with
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart? The house
o The core structure of the Karolinum is the belonged to the composer F. X. Dusek
Rothlev House, the oldest part of which and his wife, the singer Josefina
s a bay of the chapel from roughly the 3 Duskovd. Mozart lived here in 1787.
quarter of the 14" century

The street named Skofepka then leads  the wall. Its interesting name reflects

0 POWDER GATE us to Bethlehem Square [9]. Before the fact that the church, originally dating
This high architectural work of Late Bohemian Gothic was built at the end of the 15th century by the we get there, however, we can walk back to the first half of the 12™ century,
builder and mason Matthias Rejsek. The gate was part of the old town fortifications, but it probably down Martinska Street to the original  was built against the walls of the former

served more of a representative function than for defense — it formed a kind of counterbalance to the Old
Town Bridge Tower. The designation “powder” comes from the turn of the 17 and 18th centuries,
when qunpowder was stored here. There is a walkway at 44 meters which is accessible and offers
a nice view onto parts of Prague, while the inside of the tower is used for exhibitions.

Romanesque Church of St. Martin in  Old Town fortifications.

Did you know
that...

Construction of the PALLADIUM complex on
the Square of the Republic (ndmésti Republiky)
revealed unique archaeological findings? During
archaeological research, the remains of three
Romanesque palaces were discovered here.
These have been preserved in the building,

and visitors can admire the oldest preserved
Prague toilet from the 12th century in the
premises of the LUXOR bookshop, the remains
of the masonry of the second palace in the
“Page” café in front of the Luxor bookshop,

and the preserved part of the third palace on
the lowest floor of the shopping center by the
escalators in front of the Albert grocery store.
www.palladiumpraha.cz/historie

o The Estates Theatre (Stavovské divadlo) is the second scene of the National Theatre
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o BETHLEHEM CHAPEL

Bethlehem Square bears its name from the chapel,
built in 1391 by Jan Kfiz and Hanus from Miihlheim.
The chapel was not designed for religious services
(it lacked a choir), but was only supposed to serve
for sermons, exclusively in the (zech language. It
was conceived as a bare and simple building of
irreqular layout, with the main requirement being
functionality and the possibility of holding as many attendees as possible. It was reconstructed
in 1548, then demolished in 1786 under Josef II. In 1950—1953, the chapel was rebuilt
according to its original plans by the architect Jaroslav Fragner. Today the building is used by the
Czech Technical University in Prague for ceremonial occasions. The Bethlehem Chapel is closely
associated with the figure of the church reformer John Huss (Jan Hus, ca. 1370 — 6. 7. 1415),
who preached here from 1402 to 1413.

OurTIP

MOLDAVITE MUSEUM Prague

Not far from the Uhelny trh (Coal Market)
and right next to Wenceslas Square,
the Gothic Church of Our Lady of the
Snow [10] rises above the surrounding
buildings. In the proper sense of the word,
this is only a presbytery of an originally
planned church which was founded

1347 by Charles IV. The church is decorated
with a number of artistic works, most
by anonymous painters, however. One
exception is the valuable painting by
Wenzel Lorenz Reiner from 1725 on the
side altar of the Annunciation of the Virgin
Mary.

together with the Carmelite Monastery in

At the museum, you'll see these “gems from
space” in all their beauty and experience
their full story. A modern interactive
exhibition offers fun for the whole family.
Along the way, you'll leam fascinating
facts not only about moldavites and
meteorites, but also about a range of other
topics—from the extinction of the dinosaurs

MOLDAVITE MUSEUM

to the latest discoveries in space research. :
The museum shop offers a wide selection of ~ Ryond 4
Jewelry featuring natural and cut moldavites,  Open daily 10:00 to 19:00
as well as high-quality collectible pieces. +420720829028 0
praha@vitaviny.cz 3
www.vltaviny.cz )
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Did you know
that... L

.. Moldavites formed through the impact
ofa cosmic body landing on the Earth.
.. they are a rarity not found
anywhere else in the world.
.. Moldavites were known about and used
by people as far back as the Stone Age.
.. Moldavites flew through the air

to Bohemia from Bavaria.
The Church of Our Lady of the Snow, with its 39 meter high nave, is the highest shrine
in Prague? It's even bigger than the vaults of the St. Vitus Cathedral. The church was supposed
to be 100 meters long, but it was never completed, mostly due to the Hussite Wars. It finally O[%0]
dilapidated so badly that the vaulting collapsed in 1566. It was finally repaired in the beginning of
the 17" century due to the efforts of the Discalced Franciscan Order. The church is also home to the [= www.vitaviny.cz

highest altar in Prague — it's 29 meters tall and comes from 1651.

FIND YOUR OWN MOLDAVITE!

We organize excursions to a mining site in South
Bohemia, where you can search for moldavites
yourself.
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ROYAL WAY 3 hours

The greatest treasures of old Prague
during asingle stroll.

You'd have a hard time finding this road on
a modern map of Prague — it was formed
by a route travelled by soon-to-be Czech
rulersjust before their coro-
nation in the (athedral
of St. Vitus in Prague
(astle. The route was
first travelled in 1438
by the coronation
procession of Albre-
cht Il of Habsburg,
and the last ruler
was Ferdinand V.
Dobrotivy in 1836.

Processions  be-

gan on the site of

today’s Republic

Square[1] in the

Old Town. This site

was not chosen

by accident — it
was the site of the
former  Charles
Court (the site of
today’s Municipal
House [p.48],

Lo 99' = 1oy

o Kiizovnické Square with Old Town bridge
tower (1380—1420)

which from the end of the 14™ century served
as the residence of the Czech kings instead of
the cold and uncomfortable castle. The only
truly historical object that Republic Square
has preserved today is the Powder Gate [p. 53]
from the end of the 15 century.

Behind the Powder Gate, we find our-
selves on Celetna Street, one of the old-
est streets in Prague. Note the decorative
facades of a number of aristocratic palaces
and burgher houses here. Modern architec-
ture is represented by the cubist House at
the Black Mother of God [p. 50] on the cor-
ner of Celetnd Street and Ovocny trh.

After a while, Celetnd Street leads us to
the Old Town Square[2] [p. 24], the
imaginary centre of all of Prague and the
site of many important events in Czech
history. The dominant features of the Old
Town Square are the Old Town Hall with
astronomical clock [p. 26, 27] and the twin
towers of the Church of Our Lady before
Tyn [p. 28]. An important monument is the
Stone Bell House, and the Jan Hus Monu-
ment in the centre of the square is impos-
sible to miss.

Following the block of houses that cre-
ate the town hall and around the house

U Minuty, we eventually come to Malé
ndmésti, or Small Square [3]. Notice the
well with the Renaissance wrought-iron
grating from 1560, evidently the oldest iron
grating in Prague, and the Rott House from
1890 with decorated facade.

From Malé namésti (also known as Small
Market Square), the Royal Way continues
along Karlova Street to the embank-
ment of the Vltava River. Before we get
there, we pass a number of outstanding
burgher and aristocratic houses (Three
pomegranates, Three angels, Golden fruit,
Golden well, and Blue pike, to name a few).
Before KFiZovnické Square[4] [p. 24],
Karlova Street is bordered on one side by
a block of buildings joined to the Clementi-
num [p. 24] and on the other side by other
splendid buildings and palaces (Pétting,
Colloredo-Mansfeld).

Kizovnické Square is dominated by the
facade and dome of the Church of St. Fran-
cis of Assisi and the richly decorated Gothic
OId Town Bridge Tower [p. 24, 27]. We'll pass
throughiit, just like the Czech rulers did, onto
Charles Bridge [5][p.22] which connects
the Old Town with Mala Strana. The Charles
Bridge is one of Prague’s most important
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architectural monuments and bears an
extraordinary decorative set of 30 Baroque
sculptures and sculpture arrangements.
On the other side, Charles Bridge ends
with the Mala Strana Twin Bridge Tow-
ers[6]. The smaller one used to be part of
the former Judith Bridge which was built
from 1172 to 1342 just a few dozen meters
downstream from Charles Bridge.

In Mald Strana, the Royal Way
leads up Mosteckd Street to Ma-
lostranské Square[7][p. 15]. This

O hares Bridge and Lesser Town Bridge
Towers

sloping area is divided into an upper
and lower part, with the Church of St.
Nicholas [p. 17] and its adjacent former
Jesuit College dominating the centre.
The Church of St. Nicholas, built gradually
from 1704 to 1756, is one of the most im-
portant Baroque structures not only in the
Czech Republic, but in all of Europe.

From Malostranské Square, we con-
tinue uphill along picturesque Nerudova
Street[8]. This used to be the main route
through Mald Strana and connected Prague

7 S 5 ]

It was a well-known legend
that when the masons were
building Charles Bridge, they
added fresh eggs into the
mortar mix? Analyses of the
original mortar carried out dur-
ing the general reconstruction
of the bridge between 2007
and 2010 did not support this
nice legend, however.

Castle [p. 8] with the fords across the Vltava
River and later with the stone bridge — first
Judith, then Charles Bridge. Nerudova
Street is sought out among visitors for its
specific atmosphere, and the preserved
house signs on a number of houses here are
very popular. The best known among them
is the house At the Two Suns, where the
poet and writer Jan Neruda (1834-1891)
lived, after whom the street is named.

At Hradcany [p. 13], Nerudova Street
changes names and becomes Uvoz. This is
where we turn onto the street named Ke
Hradu and walk up the Town Hall Steps, or
Radnické schody. Taking either the street
or the steps will lead you to Hradcanské
Square (the square before the castle) and
to Prague Castle [9] itself, the destination
of both the coronation processions and our
stroll through Prague.

OurTIP

THE NATIONAL TECHNICAL MUSEUM,

founded in 1908, is the largest (zech
institution specialized in museum
collections of a technical character. Since
2013, when the museum was opened
after the building’s reconstruction, visitors
can view permanent exhibitions devoted
to the history of technology, short-

term exhibitions, and accompanying NARODNI ,

programs. The Museum’s collections QIS

include objects of global importance.

The National Technical Museum
Kostelni 42, 170 78 Prague 7
Open: Tuesday to Sunday

and public holidays 9 am — 6 pm
tel. +420220 399 111

e-mail: info@ntm.cz
www.ntm.cz

The Renaissance sextant of Jost
4 Biirgi is part of the Museum’ unique
" astronomical collection. The same sextant
was likely used by Johannes Kepler to
explore the movement of the planets.

There are a number of valuable cars in
the Transportation exhibition, such as
the Mercedes-Benz W154 racing car
which was raced by Rudolf Caracciolao
before the Second World War.

Permanent exhibitions

« Architecture, Civil Engineering,

and Design

« Astronomy

« Transportation

« Photographic Studio
« Mining

« Metallurgy

« Chemistry around Us
« Intercamera

« Time Measurement
« Printing

« fun Technology

« Household Technology
« TV Studio

« Coal and Ore Mine

« Mercury Playroom



Lizkov TV transmitter (216 m)

NEW PRAGUE

Several more Prague districts
have become part of the capital
city during the recent past.

North of Hrad¢any and Prague Castle lies the
Dejvice district. Towards the east, Dejvice
connects to Bubenec. From here, the large
royal game park Stromovka stretches out. The
eastern side of Stromovka Park is closed in
by the Prague Exhibition Grounds. From
the north, Stromovka s closed in by the Vltava
River, by HoleSovice from the east, and by a
narrow strip of house blocks from the south
that separate it from Letna. In the 1950's, the
Letnd Tunnel was built beneath Letnd, now
connecting it with the Old Town. Between the
Exhibition Grounds and the eastern edge of
Letnd Park, a boundary separates Letnd from
HoleSovice. The Neo-Renaissance and Art
Nouveau buildings here are complemented
by such functionalist pearls such as the Trade
Fair Palace.

Holesovice, Letna, and Stromovka are en-
circled by the Vitava, making them a bit of a
peninsula. To the north of this peninsula lies
Troja. In the hillside above the Troja castle,
the Botanical Garden spreads out, while
next to the castle lies the 58-hectare area
of Prague’s Zoological Garden. In 1817,
the suburb of Karlin was founded quite

NEW PRAGUE

Inner block in HoleSovice — industrial spaces find
anew use

deliberately. The wooded hill of Zizkov runs
along the south side of Karlin, and a neigh-
borhood of the same name lies beneath its
southern slopes and spreads southwards into
Vinohrady. In 1680, a plague cemetery was
built under the memorable Vitkov cemetery,
which became the main Prague cemetery
from 1784.

Did you know
that...

The former sewage treatment plant in Prague-
Bubenec is on the list of monuments nominated
as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The sewage
treatment plant was built in 1901—1906.

OurTIP

TOWERPARK PRAHA

The Zizkov Tower, at 216 meters high, is the
tallest structure in Prague and is quaranteed

to impress. Its abservatory deck offers visitors
a360° view of the beauty of Prague at 93
meters above the ground. Just a few meters
below, at 66 meters, is the Oblaca restaurant,
the luxurious Sky Suite, and the Oblaca cocktail
bar. The park below the tower is home to a mini
qolf course, a summer theatre, the Miminoo
restaurant, and an ice rink with real ice in
the winter months.

We are open every day from 9 am to
midnight.

TowerPark Praha
Mahlerovy sady 1
13000 Praha 3
info@towerpark.cz
www.towerpark.cz
Tel.: +420 210 320 086

towerparkpraha www.instagram.com/towerparkpraha/
B3 Zizkovska televizni véz - Tower Park Prague www.facebook.com/TowerParkPraha



Our TIP P

SLAVIA

SLAVIAMUSEUM HEE
ASTADIUM TOUR

Visit the largest football museum in the
Czech Republic as part of the stadium tour
of SK Slavia Prague. Inside the FORTUNA
Arena, visitors can move freely and set their
own pace for exploring the tour route.

The exhibition spaces are located on two
floors, with a gallery of unique football jerseys
extending up to the fourth floor of the stadium.

Peek into the players' locker room where stars
from Barcelona, Chelsea, Arsenal, and AC Milan
have changed. Experience the view of the field
from the bench like a Slavia player, discover

the areas for press conferences and football
player interviews with the media, or view the
pitch and facilities from the highest floor of the
stadium.

At the Slavia Museum, which is part of the
Stadium Tour, hundreds of artifacts are

on display — from the oldest items dating
back to the dlub’s founding to the most recent
trophies. A new highlight is a giant LEGO
model of the stadium. It weighs 70 kg and
was built using 67,440 LEGO bricks and pieces.

For more information, including ticket prices
and apening hours, visit www.slavia.cz/
museum and the Slavia Museum social
media pages.

STADIUM TOUR ROUTE

« Entrance to the stadium and Slavia

Museum on the ground floor + TV lane on
the4th floor + Family Room — facilities for
players’ families « Press Center on the 3rd
floor « Presidential lounge on the 2nd
floor « VIPBox  Slavia Museum on the
Tstfloor « Grandstand and Club Floor

« Pitch by the dugouts « Presidential Corridor
« Guest Dressing Room and Mix Zone

%= STADIUMTOUR
2 AND SLAVIA MUSEUM
U Slavie 1540/2a
i 10000 Prague 10— Visovice

> FLYVisTa




discover prague
with an official guide

Let Prague enchant you—explore the

city with one of our professional licensed
guides. In addition to guide services around
Prague in many languages, Prague City
Tourism can organise private walks to your
liking or trips outside the city.

regular city tours

medieval
underground

Guess how far underground
you have to go to reach the
medieval streets of Prague.

old town

& jewish quarter
Join us on a journey against
the tide of time from the

iconic Old Town Astronomical
Clock to the shadow of the

synagogues.

E E book your tour
in our e-shop

1

Scan the code to book online at
[=] 5t

prague.eu/guides.
prague

city tourism

private tours

Explore Prague together with family and
friends! During your private tour, the guide
will fully accommodate your wishes and
requirements.

first time in prague
Dive into the mysterious magic
of romantic winding streets, so
typical for the “mother of cities”
We'll show you why Prague

is called the City of Hundred
Spires and why it truly is the
heart of Europe.

holesSovice art district \\

Once an industrial zone, HoleSovice
is now an alternative art scene

set amongst modern blocks of
apartments, offices and studios for
young artists and designers. Join us
as we explore one of Prague’s most
exciting and rapidly evolving districts.

food tour

Join us for a gourmet walk
through the very best of Czech
cuisine — authentic, locally
sourced and with touch of
nostalgia.

choose and book E Ll E
your tour

Choose from our catalogue of 5

ready-made routes—or feel free to

come up with an idea or topic you're

interested in—we’ll be happy to plan E
something just for you!

prague.eu/guides
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